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 �F��H������ 
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��7�H��
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  �HH���� ��HH=� �HH9  �HH?P� 3HH^�  �HH:q># � �HH�-r# ��

AZ:������>:�  ,��� 
����� ;�F �H���� (Flickinger et 

al., 2003)  ���H8	 �@ 4:X�8�� �@ �N@�� �� ;���� 5�^:^e# .

;�.     �H	�<� 5�H���:� �� �HM:_U V:#�:@    ��HE�� ;�  �H�!�

 ��.(Castellini et al., 2007)    
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   ��HJ ��H� G���Z�9 � ��!�� ��_P@ �IO 5�7C � ��>�?	

�@�8M� 5��C     H!�� 3F�9 ;���(Yusrizal and Chen, 

2003) .]�J ��    
��HR	 �� 
��7�H�� �HF     �8H��9��   ���H^�
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al., 2005).   
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       .�HI G�H��� 
��H������ �H@ ��HJ j�H:X� � ;���` �H�<E# 

   u�H�� �H@ �F��������,��  ;�HF (2002) AOAC   ��HE��

�C u��� �@ . !� �� 
��� �C   �V�J ���?� �8��9 Y9

 ;����07/7  ���J 4:g#��. �C��47/41  ���J j�:X� �C��

36/0 �C��  � A:Z�921/0    �8H��9 �H��� � �7Z! �C��

 ;����18/3  ���J 4:g#��. �C��26/37  ���J j�:X� �C��

26/0  � A:Z�932/0 .��@ �7Z! �C��    
�H��  H��@ v����

 ����<E#  
�H:= A:i8# �� �F��������     ���H� ���-H� ;�HF

  .�8�!� ���K 
��7���    

  
  

 G��=1-  � w�<=�W:9�# ���:?:I 
�:=  ;�F�������  

Table 1. Ingredients and chemical composition of the experimental diets 

Feeds ingredients (%)  

Cichorium intybus L. (3% in diets) 
Control  Aerial parts  Root Whole plant  

Corn grain 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 
Wheat grain 17.67 13.30 13.23 13.10 
Soybean meal 19.74 20.29 20.29 20.46 
Soybean oil 2.65 3.54 3.60 3.57 
Cichorium intybus L.  0.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 
Oyster shell 7.37 7.36 7.36 7.36 
Bone meal 1.75 1.69 1.69 1.69 
Salt 0.31 0.30 0.30 0.30 
Vitamin premix1  0.25  0.25  0.25  0.25  
Mineral premix2 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 
DL- Methionine 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.02 
Calculated composition       
Metabolizable energy 
(kcal/kg)  

2900 2900 2900 2900 

Crude protein (%) 14.50 14.50 14.50 14.50 
Calcium (%) 3.40 3.40 3.40 3.40 
Available phosphorus (%) 0.33 0.33 0.33 0.33 
Sodium (%) 0.16 0.16 0.16 0.16 

 Crude fiber (%) 2.69 3.80 3.64 3.86 

Lysine (%) 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.70 
Methionine + Cystine (%)   0.56 0.56 0.56 0.56 
Tryptophan (%) 0.18 0.18 0.18 0.18 

1Vitamin premix per kg of diet contains: vitamin A (retinol), 8500000 IU; vitamin D3 (Cholecalciferol), 2500000 IU; vitamin 
E (tocopheryl acetate), 11000 IU; vitamin k3, 2200 mg; thiamine, 1477 mg; riboflavin, 4000 mg; panthothenic acid, 7840 mg; 
pyridoxine, 7840 mg; cyanocobalamin, 10 mg; folic acid, 110 mg; choline chloride, 400000 mg. 
2Mineral premix per kg of diet contains:: Fe (FeSO4.7H2O, 20.09% Fe), 75000 mg; Mn (MnSO4.H2O, 32.49% Mn), 74.4 mg; 
Zn (ZnO, 80.35% Zn), 64.675 mg; Cu (CuSO4.5H2O), 6000 mg; I (KI, 58% I), 867 mg; Se (NaSeO3, 45.56% Se), 200 mg. 
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1.( 3����� G�U ��� ?F ;��@ �N:e� y���I�   
��   ;�HF

��HHZ>� �HH������ ��HH@HH����@ .�   ;��HH� Y��HHI 16   	�HH�
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�HI G�H�89 y:He� 5����

D�� �F �@    ���:��HI� z� � �-H� �H@ ���� 5��HC   �H�����

  .�8�HI�� �HHF15  �HH@ YHH��9�:� 4HZ9�� ��HH_>� ��� 5��HHC

                                                 
1. User friendly feed formulation done again  

 �� ���:��I� ��:�J�D��  �F ���K !�.    � �!�HR� ]���HJ

����^ �@ �:X�# 5��C  _6 ������ D�� ��� 4::M# �@ �) �� �@

5�7�# 4�!� �i�(� ������� �!�R� ]���J   �H:X�# �HC��� 

AB# ���  D�� �F � 
��# �:X�#  AHB# ;�   D�H�   
��� YH9 ;��H@

�I �_��e�. ;�� �� ���^� �!�R� ]���J 
��# �:X�# �  ;� 

AB# D����-� Y��_# W��` � 4::M# �I .�  YHC�� v���� ��

   . H!� ���HK 
��7��� ���� {������ ��<E# ��  �HF28 ���� 

���M# 3 AB# ��	   �HM@ � z�B��� j��R# �@ ���># �F �� D��

4���# ��     
��� aH�� bJ�HI � 
�HI ��Z>I  �HI 4:H:M# 

(Courtis and Wilson, 1990) .HH@ ���HH9 bBHH�� ;��

 bJ�I,� ���� �� 
��� a��2 .�I 
��7���  ,�� 4�� ��

                                                 
2. Roch Unit  
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��� ~�7#�� ;�:    v8H�

��������� ���CE 300 ��?X� ���9  J�� I 
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��I V�J ���.�  �F�     �X�H�:E�� ;����H# �H@ �HP�� ���   �H@

  HHK�01/0  
���HH�� ��HH   ;�HH:HHI� �HH��.  ��BHH` .�  

AB#  D��  �� 
��7��� �@ �Fv8�<��   J�H�  ��H�9   ��H?X�  �H@

  K�001/0 ��:�  AB# y�� �� ���   �HN^� �� �� � D��  ��

����. y�� 
�����       ��BH` ���H8	 �H@ �P�� G�M� � ;�:

   �HF ;��H@ ��9 4�� .�I ��!� �i� �� ����. ���P�3   ��H	

AB#      ���HP�  ��BH` ���H8	 �H@ �HP�� 4:���:� � ��E�� D�� 

���.� ;  AB#     �� �H������ ;�F�H��� �� VH� �F ;��@ D��

 ��!� �i� I  .�  

?#�J ���   ���
   3������      �H@ D�H� �HMNK �� �H��� �HF ��-

 ��HJ �P�� G�@ ���� �� � z�B��� �!��R# 5��C    �H@ ;�H:

��� Y?	.  ���?���J ;�F X�X �� �� ��C���    �H>� 3�����

��� ;���
  �`   ��H^M��EDTA    G��H� 4:H:M#  HP=   ;�HF

  G�HH_� �4:@�HH��?F � HH��9�#�?F) ���HHJ   �<HH��K ;�HHF

G�_� ;�F X �Y:!���F ��:7�?   YH:!���F  _HZ� �  :��7

X �@?( :��7     ,��?HI � ;��H� �>H���>:� �� 
��7��� �@

 �?�Q   
���H�� ��Hi8� �H@ ��� -J� ;��@ ;���� �    ;�H:

�E8���! ;�F ;�#) ��J ���:?:I�:@   �G���HZ�9 ����Z:�

4:��_X���# 4:g#��. � � �:�� �I ��B�� (V����.��  �H�<E# 

���?� ��J ;�F . �@���   ,��  ;�Fn=��  �F��H������   �H@ �

 :9 �� 
��7���   u��H.  9�I �� 
�I �:P# �R:B�# ;�F

s�9 ����� I ��E���  ��7:i�)1376.(    

����. �� 
��� ��� �� 
��7��� �@ ��C�� ;�F ;���� ��<!�SAS 

9.12  Z��^� ;��@ �  !� ���K Y:�e# � ��<E# �����   

                                                 
3. Egg color fan 
4. Haugh Unit  

4:���:� �8��� �8Q ����� �� �F 4>��� ;�  ;���� fN� ��5 

�C�� �I 
��7��� .(SAS Institute, 2005)   
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Table 2. Effect of different parts of Cichorium intybus L. in diet on performance of laying hens 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
a-cMeans within a column that do not have a common superscript are significantly different (P<0.05). 
*CI: Cichorium intybus L.  
** SEM: Standard error of the means 

  
G��= 3-  �6� ���-� 
�:= �� �8��9 [��B� ;�<=�AB# �7:9 5�7C �@ D��  

Table 3. Effect of different parts of Cichorium intybus L. in diet on egg quality traits 
  

Treatments

 
 

Yolk  

color 

(Rash) 

Shell 

weight 

(%) 

Albumen 

weight 

(%) 

Yolk 

weight 

(%) 

Haugh 

unit 

Eggshell 

thickness 

(mm) 

Control 2.11b 11.29 60.76 27.95 73.07c 0.37a 

3% over ground part CI*  3.55a 11.81 59.63 28.56 73.71b 0.36b 

3% root of CI 3.78a 11.60 60.25 28.32 74.19a 0.35b 

3% CI* as a whole  4.00a 11.83 60.89 27.28 74.50a 0.33c 

SEM**  0.17 0.26 0.52 0.39 0.12 0.01 

P Value 0.0002 0.4668 0.4668 0.1905 0.0001 0.0014 
a-cMeans within a column that do not have a common superscript are significantly different (P<0.05). 
*CI: Cichorium intybus L. 
** SEM: Standard error of the means 

 G��= ��5 �� 
��7��� 5��6�     �8H��9 [H��B� ;�<H=�  �H@

G��� fN�    v��H�� u�H�� �@ . �� 
�I �C�J ��J ;�F

 �� 
��7��� �
���  ��@ [��B� ;�<=��@�8M� 5��C  ;���

  :��7?X �@ Y:!���F  _Z� �  :��7?X �Y:!���F T�N�

 ��� ���K �:6d#  e# ��)05/0<P.(  
�H:= 
��7���   
�H: �� ;�

9 Y��9      �HC�� 3F�H9 WH=�� �F�HI �H@ �Z��^� �� �8��

    �HC�� 3��<H!� �  :H��7?X �@ Y:!���F  _Z� �Y:!���F

�I  :��7?X )05/0<P.(  �8��9 [��B� ;�<=� �� 
��7���

�8M� 5��6� �F�I �@ �Z��^� ��     G��H� ���H� �H@ ;���   ;�HF

D�� ��J   I��� �F)05/0>P.(    
  

  

  

  

  

  

Treatments

 

Egg 

 weight  

(g) 

Egg  

production  

(%) 

Egg 

 mass 

 (g) 

Feed  

intake (g) 

Feed  

conversion 

ratio 

Control 60.58c 56.74c 34.37c 110.18b 3.21a 

3% over ground part CI*  60.95b 58.65b 35.75b 110.38ab 3.08b 

3% root  of CI 61.48a 60.48a 37.18a 110.51a 2.97c 

3% CI* as a whole  61.47a 62.19a 38.23a 110.68a 2.89c 

SEM**  0.06 0.55 0.32 0.09 0.03 

P Value 0.0001 0.0006 0.0002 0.0256 0.0001 
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Table 4. Effect of different parts of Cichorium intybus L.  in diet on blood biochemical parameters of laying 
hens 

  

Treatments

 
 

Triglyceride 

(mg/dl) 

Cholesterol 

(mg/dl) 

Albumin 

(g/dl)  

Total protein 

(g/dl)  

Uric acid 

(g/dl)  

Control 1338.00 242.10 2.81 6.29 7.11 

3% over ground part 

CI*  

1160.22 188.77 2.77 5.80 6.73 

3% root of CI 1196.51 255.43 2.76 6.81 6.19 

3% CI* as a whole CI 1346.00 152.96 2.65 6.41 3.36 

SEM**  78.33 51.84 0.15 0.54 1.01 

P Value 0.2890 0.5076 0.8957 0.8957 0.1060 
*CI Cichorium intybus L. 
** SEM: Standard error of the means  

  
 G��=5-  �6� �8��9 [��B� ;�<=� ���-� 
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Table  5. Effect of different parts of Cichorium intybus L. in diet on blood cells of laying hens.  
  

Treatments

 
 

Hematocrit 

(%) 

Hemoglobin 

(%) 

Red blood 

cells 

(106/mm3)  

White blood 

cells 

(106/mm3) 

Heterophil  

(%) 

Lymphocyte  

(%) 

Heterophile/ 

Lymphocyte 

Control 33.34 11.17 2.92 27333 21.00a 78.67b 0.274a 

3% overground part CI*  31.34 11.10 2.89 27833 19.00a 80.33b 0.238a 

3% root of CI 32.34 10.74 2.71 27000 13.67ab 86.33ab 0.159b 

3% CI* as a whole  34.00 10.17 2.80 27000 9.33b 90.67a 0.104a 

SEM**  1.150 0.65 0.12 745.36 2.43 2.55 0.04 

P Value 0.4330 0.6934 0.6061 0.8391 0.0350 0.0358 0.0485 
a-bMeans within a column that do not have a common superscript are significantly different (P<0.05). 
*CI: Cichorium intybus L.  
** SEM: Standard error of the means  
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D�� �� ��>�?	 ��_P@  ;�FAB#  ��I ��-(Chen et al., 

2005). D�� ��>�?	 �� 
�I 
�F��� ��_P@  �� 
��7��� �@ �F

 �8:�� 4�� �� ��=�� ���� ,��< �@ �8��9 
�: ���.

�N� �����>?F �  B@��) ����  ^@1391.(   

 �@u��� G��= 3�  �� 
��7����8��9 
�: [��B� ;�<=� 

AB# �7:9 5�7C ��_P@ W=�� �F�I �@  _Z�   
�I D��

 . �� �8��9 
�: �F�:m�8#���9 �� �8� n_8� �� 

) � M��I ��R?C1383������� �F�:m�8#���9 .(   ��C� ;�F


��� a�� 3��<!� �� Y:J�  B#A  �� D��   � ;�J�!) �8I�@

 �����>?F1373 �� 
��7��� �@ �>8�� �@ �=�# �@ .( ;�<=�

�8��9 [��B� D�� �!�R� ]���J  ��!�� 3��<!� <:� �F

 
��� YJ�� �@ <:� �F�:m�8#���9 �� ;���:@ ����^� �-X � ��

 G�^��� ��!��4:��� W=�� �   �� ��I �#�����I 3��<!� .

�� �@ S�_K 
��� a�� �� �8� ������ ��F�: �� 
��7�

 �F�:m�8#���9 ���^� �  B@��)1392 � B@�� �1392 � (

S��:J�  �����>?F �  B@��) �8��9 ���. �� 
��7��� �@

1391 (D�� �� AB# ;�F  �� 
�I ,��< ��-.  ��_P@

�� ��F ����   �@ �9 �I�@ 
�:7� ���K 3��<!� �� �I�� ����#

 ��:�� 
�:7� ���K 3��<!� ���� � 
�I ���� <:� �� ~�7#��

�� 3��<!� ��F  AB# 
�:7� .�@��  � �� 4:g#��. �� �8� D��

 �� 
��7��� �6� �� z-= � A�F 3��<!� �@  �� 4>?� �-X

 W=�� � 
�I z-= <:� ;���:@ 4:g#��. ��8��9 
�:

 ��F ���� �E:�� �� � �� ~�7#�� � 
�:7� ���K 3��<!���I .

,��< �� �� �@ ���F �� 
��7�2   B@��) �8��9 ���. �C��

 �����>?F �1391 � (2  B@��) �#�9�9 ���. �C��  �

�_� 
��� �1392AB# 
�:7� �C�� (  ��!�� 3��<!� D��

 . �� W=�� �>8�� ���@ ��8��9 
�: ;�<=� �� 
��7���

 ��B` 3F�9 �	�@ ���I ����. �C�� 3F�9  
�I ��

<=� �� 
��7��� �@ �9 �E�� �� . �� �@  _Z� �8��9 
�: ;�

AB# ��� ��F�I D��  A:Z�9 �-X � �� ��!�� 3��<!� �F

 ��!������:�� �@ n:�� fN� �� D�� ;�#  � 
�I 3B.

AB# ����.  ��B` 3F�9 W=�� D��  . �� 
�I �F ��

 �����>?F �  B@��) ;���� 3�����1391 �� 
��7��� (2 

�� �`�� 3����� �@ �Z��^� �� �8��9 ���. �C��  �@ �N@��

AB# ����. 5�7C  ;��U �@  �� ��I�� {>	 �E:�� D��

 ��B` �>8�� ���@ �9 ����.   e# ���: ���K �:6d#

5��7#  �	 . �� ��!�� 3F�9 �� �C��  
�I 
�F��� ;�F

�� ��   4� �
�I 
��7��� �8��9  :7:9 � fN� �@ ���#

D�� �F�  � �:X�# ���^����-� 
�:= ~��   .���  _Z�   

7��� �� 
���8M� 5��6� �8��9 ;�<=� �E8���! �@ ;���  ;�F

 ���:?:I�:@D�� ��J  G��=)  �� ��I��� �F4 �X�� �� .(

,��< �9  �9�� ��_K ;�F 4�� ��  �� �9 
��7���1 

�C���� ;  4:X�8��(Yusrizal and Chen, 2003)  �1 

�C���� ;  �8��9 ���.(Safamehr et al., 2013)  ��

�=�= ��I� ;�F��J G���Z�9 fN� � ��  3F�9

��  �F�5��7#  �	 . �� �� 
�I 
�F��� ;�F   ~�� �@ ���#


��� ~�� �
���. �������  ���� <:� � 
��7��� ���� ���� �


�:= �� ��=�� ��K�  ��:U ���-� ;�F .���  _Z�  

 G��= �@ �=�# �@5�� 
��7��� �     �H@  _HZ� �8H��9 ;�<=�

F �HHC�� 3F�HH9 WHH=�� �F�HHI 
�HH:=  _HHZ� � YHH:!���

     
�HI  :H��7?X �HC�� 3��<H!� �  :��7?X �@ Y:!���F

     �8H��9 YH��9 
�H: �� 
��7�H�� �@ �E:�� 4���P@ �9  ��

. �� 
���  ��@  Y:!���F  _Z� <:� � Y:!���F �C�� ��

X �HH@? :HH��7  :HH��7?X �HHC�� �   �� �HH>� ���HH8	 �HH@

�RJ�I  �� 
��7��� ��@ �8?�� fN� ;�F   ��I.(Sturkie, 

1995)   _Z� � Y:!���F �C�� ��^Q �F �9 5��C 4��@

X �@ Y:!���F?   :H��7     ��H�:@  :H��7?X �HC�� � �H�?9

 �8?�� fN� �� 5����:� ��I�@  ;�#O�H@  �8�HZF �����HJ�@. 

      :H��7?X �H@ YH:!���F  _HZ� � Y:!���F �C�� 3F�9

 �@ �8��9 ���.  _q� �:6d# ����:@�8?�� D�� AB# ;�F  ��-

 �� (Sturki, 1995) .  

  

���34  ��� !
�	  

3����� v���� �@ �=�# �@�  �� 
��7���3  ;�<=� �C��

D�� 
�:= �� �8��9 
�: ���. [��B� AB# ;�F  �� ��-

 �7:9 5�7C ���>�?	 ��_P@ W=�� �F�I �@ �Z��^�

AB# G��� � D��  ���J ;�FI��Q� .  
�: Y9 �� 
��7���

 �@ �Z��^� �� �8��9�� ���� �@ �78� 5��6�  ��! 5�7C

 . �� ��I��� j�J �@ 3����� 4�� v���� �@ ��8��� �@

�:C�#  �8��9 ���� ���@ �6l� p�RJ �� ��=�� ;�F

 �� �8��9 Y��9 
�: �� 
��7��� �@ ��� ;�<=� �@  _Z�

D�� 
�:= AB# ;�F  �7:9 5�7C ���>�?	 �P8# �� ��-

AB#  G��� � D��  ��_P@ ���J ;�F !��� �>�@  Y:X� �@

�� �� 
��7� ?ZK �:�9  
�: ;�F�� �8�<F  �!�`� ;�F  �I��

 ��;O�@  ?:K �8��9 ����  <:���  M��?�   .��I   

  



54                                B@�� ��	 :) �8��9 
�: �6�Cichorium intybus L. (AB# �7:9 5�7C ���>�?	 �@ �E8���! �D�� ;�F...  

  

 7�
8�9���  

 �.� ;���� �@��#.T ;�_9� �.� �!�m� �.� .~ �8F�@  .� �^� �1389 �@ ��Z:�� � �8��9 ������ ��F�: ���B� �6� �@����� .

 �� �Z��^� � ;�:I �� ;�P�I��?�	 ���8�R! .v��� 
�����! V� �@ -  .����� �NM� � ������ ��F�: ��F��.26 )2 :(275 -

282.  

 .~ ;���1375 .���P# 
������ 5������� .(��� ��=) ������ ��F�: .976 .�e7C  

.� ��:! �.� .~ �P��7C  .~  B@�� �1391�E8���! � ��>�?	 �@ �8��9 ������ 
�: �6� .  ���:?:I�:@ ;�F�=�= ��  ;�F

3F��. ���8�R! .��I� ���� ���	 ;�F� 10 :95 -102.  

. �  M��I ��R?C  .
1383 �e7C .���� 5������� .G�� ��Q .������ ��F�: 
��< .380.  

V:� � �.5 ;�����:� �.� ;�J�!      .j {7�1373�e7C ��6�9 5������� .��� ��Q .(�?=�#) ��:U ,���. Y��9 ;�?8F�� .  

150-266.  

4Z� �.� ;���K .� ��.  .� .~ �E#��M� �1383�` �6� �Z��^� . ���� �@ �8��9 
�: ��>X� 
��R	 ;��9�@ V:#�:@  ;�F

�8=�:@ �>I<. ���	 
������ �?�	 ��E� .(�F�������� �MX�N�) 4:Z>X�7� � 4:Z�����8=� 11 )4 :(40-45 .  

u �7:i�. 1376. Q .�����. �8:X�@ �?:I�:@ � ;x�X�#�?Fe7C ����:I 
������ 5������� .G� ���  173-209.   

.� ��:! �.~  B@��  .� .~ �P��7C �1391�=�= ��>�?	 �@ �8��9 
�: [��B� T�N� �� 
��7��� �6� . D�� � ��I� ;�F  ;�F

AB# 3F��. ����� .��- ���� ���	 ;�F� 23 )1 :(1-13.  

.~  B@��  .� ��^� �1392 T�N� �� 
��7��� 5��6� .AB# �7:9 5�7C ���>�?	 �@ ���. 
�: [��B�  :X�@��� �D��  � ��J ;�F

D�� �� ��J �8?�� fN� AB# ;�F (������ � 3F��.) ���� ���	 ����� .��-� 100 :19 -26.  

.~  B@�� �_� � .j 
��� 1392AB# �7:9 5�7C ���>�?	 �@ �#�9�9 
�: [��B� T�N� �6� .  :X�@��� � D��  �� ��J ;�F

��D AB# ;�F (������ � 3F��.) ���� ���	 ����� .��-� 99 :26-33.  
AOAC. 2002. Official Methods of Analysis of the Association of official analytical. Eds. Washington DC, pp: 
125-193. 
Castellini C., Cardinalia R.,  Rebollar P. G.,  Dal Bosco A., Jimeno V. and Cossu M. E. 2007. Feeding fresh 
chicory (Cichorium intybus) to young rabbits: Performance, development of gastrointestinal tract and immune 
functions of appendix and peyer’s patch. Animal Feed Science and Technology, 134: 56-65. 
Chen Y. C., Nakthong C. and Chen T.C. 2005. Improvement of laying hen performance by dietary prebiotic 
chicory oligofructose and inulin. International Journal of Poultry Science, 4 (2): 103-108. 
Courtis J. A. and Wilson G. C. 1990. Egg quality handbook. Queensland Department of primary industries, 
Austeralia, pp: 25-36. 
Izadi H., Arshami J., Golian A. and Raji M. R. 2013. Effects of chicory root powder on growth performance and 
histomorphometry of jejunum in broiler chicks. Veterinary Research Forum, 4 (3): 169-174. 
Lee K., Everts W. H. and Beyen A. C. 2003. Dietary carvacrol lowers body gain but improves feed conversion in 
female broiler chickens. Journal of Applied Poultry Science, 12: 394-399. 
National Research Council. 1994. Nutrient requirements of poultry. 9th rev.ed. 23. National Academy Press. 
Washington. DC. 
Safamher A., Fallah F. and Nobakht A. 2013. Growth performance and biochemical parameters of broiler 
chickens on diets consist of chicory and nettle with or without multi-enzyme. Iranian Journal of Applied Animal 
Science, 3 (1): 131-137. 
SAS Institute.  2005. SAS Users guide: Statistics. Version 9.12. SAS Institute Inc., Cary NC, pp: 126-178. 
Sturkie P. D. 1995. Avian physiology. 4th ed. Springer Verlag. New York, pp: 115-270. 
Valchev G., Popova- Ralcheva S., Bonovska M., Zaprianova I. and Gudev D. 2009. Effect of dietary 
supplements of herb extracts on performance in growing pigs. Biotechnology in Animal Husbandry, 25 (5-6): 
859-870. 
Yusrizal A. and Chen T. C. 2003. Effect of adding chicory fructans in feed on broiler growth performance, 
serum cholesterol and intestinal length. International Journal of Poultry Science, 2 (3): 214-219. 
Zafar R. J. 1998. Antihepatoxotic effects of root callus extracts of cichorium intybus. Ethopharmachology, 63: 
227-231.



  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Effects of Cichorium intybus L. on performance, egg traits, blood 
biochemical and cellular parameters of laying hens 

A. Nobakht* 
Assistant Professor, Department of Animal Science, Islamic Azad University- Maragheh Branch 

 

 

(Received: 20-1-2014 – Accepted: 21-8-2015) 

Abstract 

In this experiment the effects of different parts of Cichorium intybus L. on performance, egg quality traits and 
blood parameters of laying hens were evaluated. A total of 199 Hy-line (W36) laying hens (from 52 to 63 weeks 
of age) were allocated to the experimental units in a completely randomized design in 4 treatments with 4 
replicates of 12 hens in each. The experimental groups included: 1) control group, 2) group with 3% aerial parts 
of Cichorium intybus L, 3) group with 3% root of Cichorium intybus L., 4) group with 3% whole parts of 
Cichorium intybus L. The results showed that use of Cichorium intybus L, had significant effects on 
performance, egg quality and blood cells parameters (P<0.05). The highest values of  egg  production  (62.19%),  
egg mass (38.23%), feed intake (110.68 g),  the best feed conversion ratio (2.89), the highest egg yolk color 
index (4.00), the highest Haugh unit (74.50), the lowest heterophile  percentage (9.33%), the highest lymphocyte 
percentage (90.67%) and the lowest heterophile to laymphocyte ratio  (0.104) were observed with using  3%  of 
whole Cichorium intybus L. Using 3% whole Cichorium intybus L caused the eggshell thickness decrease to 
0.33 mm.  Experimental groups had no effects on blood biochemical parameters. As overall results, in laying 
hens using 3% whole Cichorium intybus L in contrast to control group and groups contained other parts of 
Cichorium intybus caused the performance, egg yolk color index, Haugh unit and blood cell immune improve. 
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